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	CELL PHONES
Today & Tomorrow
By Charu Suri

	



	There was a time when people communicated through messenger pigeons and telegrams. HOWEVER, once Alexander Graham Bell invented the phone, communication was forever changed. 
Now, some people have more than one cell phone (a cell phone and a Blackberry, for instance). Few remember how to survive without a cell phone: It seems as necessary as oxygen and clean water. 
In 2007, all the rage was the iPhone. In fact, you could hardly get two words into a conversation about cell phones without mentioning the iPhone. Some people lined up for as long as a week to lay their hands on one.
A truck driver’s goal is to keep communicating. Whether you encounter inclement weather, chunks of hail or black ice, you need a reliable tool that lets your other party know how and where you are.
Some of the top models for 2008
Verizon Voyager by LG
Part touch screen, part keyboard, the Verizon Voyager offers numerous options for the complexity-loving cell phone user. It has an HTML browser, V Cast Mobile TV (great for time off during long drives, or for a pleasant break), music and wireless broadband access.
With proper software, you can navigate with the phone and receive audible directions to a place, as well as view maps (this is an added-on feature that costs extra).
You can also download an application called Fleet Administrator to your Voyager phone, allowing you to locate, monitor and manage vehicles.
Pros: It offers a keyboard as well as a touch screen. For iPhone-phobics, this is a blessing.
Cons: The graphics quality is nowhere near the iPhone’s, plus it’s a little bulky. The two-year contract price is about $300, inclusive of a $50 rebate. 
i-mate Ultimate
Launching in February is the smart, sleek i-mate Ultimate with a QWERTY keyboard and a wide screen for crystal-clear viewing. The i-mate connects to projectors, plasma screens and TVs with a “video out” feature. It has all Microsoft Office tools (including Word, Excel and Power Point) and is Bluetooth ready, so your hands are free for driving. It also has wi-fi, which means you can wirelessly connect to the Internet.
Pros: It’s a versatile computer that includes all basic Microsoft applications. You can retrieve a file that’s at your home or the office using wireless connectivity. Plus it has VoIP – which means you can talk for free.
It’s basically a mini-laptop/ phone on a Microsoft Windows platform. Plus it’s an open-source platform, which means it’s not linked to any cell phone provider.
Cons: It may be costly. Since it has just launched, we don’t yet know the effectiveness of the device and its popularity among users.
LG Venus
The Venus is a sliding, sleek gadget that has Bluetooth, music and video and touch-navigation capabilities. It works with Verizon network and offers V Cast video and music.
It offers Web mail and picture instant messaging, and is VZ Navigator capable – which means you can get turn-by-turn directions.
The most impressive aspect of the Venus is the touch screen, which is what you’ll see first. If you slide the touch-screen interface open, you unearth the QWERTY keyboard, but the touch screen is user-friendly and the bottom half is customizable.
Pros: It sports an innovative touch-screen face (which occupies half of the screen) and a custom-built interface. It’s a full-fledged 3G phone.
Cons: Works well with V Cast video and music, but not as easily with other platforms of video and audio.
T-Mobile Sidekick LX
A plush LCD screen, a flipable cover that reveals a QWERTY keyboard and flat soft-touch keys make this a chic, likable tool. You can text message, picture message, instant message, send e-mails and browse the Web.
Pros: A great all-round cell phone with a user-friendly keyboard. It also has a built-in MP3 player and is Bluetooth enabled.
Cons: No video capabilities. Cost is $299.
Try It Before You Buy It
Tryphone.com is a great site for those who are shopping for a cell phone. It is an interactive mecca of cell phones that allows you to push buttons and virtually try out a cell phone before you make up your mind. You can also see what other users have to say about the phone. Best of all, it’s free.
Models include the Apple iPhone, the Samsung Juke and the Blackberry Pearl. New ones are added weekly.
Of course this experience is not the same as trying a phone in person in a store, but it is helpful in understanding what to expect when buying a phone.
So You Think You’ve Seen It All?
Mark Asnes, of Wireless Zone, a Verizon retailer, says this is just the beginning.
“Next year ... it’s going to be less about the phones and more about the carrier you’re with,” he says. For example, Verizon recently launched Mobile TV, which means you can watch live broadband television. “I sit in an airport for hours,” Asnes says, “and I can literally watch TV – it’s very fast.”
The mobile TV is not available on all area networks. Another useful feature is using the cell phone as a GPS. “We’ll see a lot more of that,” says Asnes. The Verizon Navigator gives you turn-by-turn directions for a $10 monthly fee.
A new feature called Tivo Mobile is something most people have not heard of. With this application, you can record your favorite TV shows for $2 a month.
People don’t adapt to new applications and features that quickly, so it may take a few months until navigation or mobile TV becomes as ubiquitous in cell phones as a camera or Bluetooth. 
We will see a lot more speed in the upcoming year: more expandable memory cards and faster broadband-Internet access, which is critical for downloading MP3 files and movies quickly.
Ever seen the movie ”Minority Report,” in which Tom Cruise lives in a world that debits your account through a thumb print and a retinal scan? We’re probably going to see something akin to that – some day – when your cell phone will allow you to be without credit cards and cash.
“I envision everything will be prepaid, at some point,” says Asnes. “You don’t have to carry a wallet – you literally just have to carry your phone. That’s coming, but it’s really up to America to decide if they want that or not.”


